The research arena of this symposium and an outlook for future treatment of osteoarthritis.
Attention of researchers in the field of cartilage degradation in osteoarthritis is being focused on pathways of enzymic degradation and their control. Whereas, it is unlikely that a precise cascade as in the complement and clotting systems will be found, a more loosely knit cascade is evolving in terms of mediators, activators, and inhibitors of enzymes, which degradate matrix stroma. Structural changes in the proteoglycans are becoming clearly obvious with newer technologies, which can be visualized with extended path ultracentrifugation techniques.